
 

A Statement for Oregon Families on School Year 2020-21  

Oregon Department of Education 
 

The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) knows families are the first teachers and provide a vital 
foundation for children and young people. We recognize that you are essential partners for every 
school district and educator. We understand that you need and deserve a clear understanding of 
how school is being organized and delivered in 2020-21. 

ODE has released Ready Schools, Safe Learners Guidance designed for school leaders that 
puts forward the requirements and recommendations school districts will use to design and 
open schools across the state in the fall. 

This guidance describes what we know now, with an understanding that we will all need to navigate 
the state’s evolving efforts to mitigate COVID-19. As part of that work, we will regularly release 
updated versions of the guidance based on feedback. We deeply appreciate the comments from 
over 8,000 parents in the last few months, and we used those comments to inform the development 
of the guidance. 

ODE’s focus is on the Safe Reentry of Students and Staff to School. We have and will continue 
to work closely with the Oregon Health Authority to develop and update requirements and 
recommendations for school districts that meet our obligations for health, safety, equity, and quality 
instruction across the state. Oregon Health Authority epidemiologists helped create and vet this 
guidance, and this collaboration ensures that your school leaders have the critical information they 
need so that school doors are open and ready to welcome students in the fall. 

For the 2020-21 school year, each and every public school will work under the direction of the 
school district to develop an Operational Blueprint for Reentry that meets the requirements 
outlined in the guidance while tailoring their approach for their own students, staff, and 
community. Through this process, each school must also determine whether they will teach all 
students on-site, teach all students through distance learning, or utilize a hybrid model that combines 
both approaches. Before the beginning of the school year, the local school board must review each 
school’s plan and make it available to the community on the district website. 

ODE is honored to work alongside school leaders, health officials, educators, and families to meet 
the challenges and opportunities of this moment. This guidance places the design and 
decision-making of the coming school year into the capable hands of your district’s educators, 
principals, business managers, superintendent and school board-- people from your community who 
know best what your school needs to provide a high quality, equity-focused education for all 
students. 

Thank you for your contributions, energy, and patience as we work together to keep students safe, 
engaged, and learning. 

 

                                            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MkfD3Sr0vQ&feature=youtu.be 
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https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
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                 Parent Information    

                 Equity must live at the heart of every decision and action in service of all learners. This means 
recognizing and leveraging the strengths of learners and their families. Ensuring Equity and 
Access: Aligning Federal and State Requirements provides districts with requirements, 
recommendations, and resources to support learning for students who experience disabilities 
and students served through Federal Title Grant Programs. 

              Students in Reading Interventions (RtI)    

                  Title I, (RtI) ensures that all students have the opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and 
reach proficiency on academic content standards and assessments. Title I-A provides 
supplemental educational opportunities for students who live in high poverty areas and are most 
in need of intensive support in order to meet state academic achievement standards.  

●  RTI Reading programs will be in place during the 2020-21 school year regardless of the model. 
Intervention groups will be instructed by the Reading teacher in each building and supported by 
our educational assistants.  

● Virtual Parent Presentations will be held at each of the elementary schools to provide information 
and allow for parent feedback to improve our instructional programs. 

● Reading intervention staff will maintain close and frequent connection with students and families 
through virtual groups and frequent feedback sessions. 

● Reading Intervention staff will monitor student growth in reading programs and provide parents 
updated information at regular reporting times. 

● Parent compacts will be sent home to families ensuring that students who qualify for reading 
intervention services will receive additional reading support through our RtI title program.  

Students on 504’s 

              Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 prohibit discrimination 
based on disability and require equity and access for students experiencing a disability to be 
involved in, participate in, and make progress in the general education curriculum. To provide 
the accommodations and modifications, Section 504 plans must be designed to transition 
between in-person, distance, and hybrid learning environments as the context shifts in response 
to statewide health and safety guidelines.  

● Schools must evaluate accommodations and modifications for all instructional settings.  Under 
different instructional models, accommodations and modifications may need to be added, revised 
or removed.  

● Make instruction accessible for all learners. All learning platforms modifications for all must 
adhere to ADA requirements for visual accessibility.  

● Provide parents and families with contact information for individuals who are available to respond 
to questions and concerns regarding assistive technology device(s) and/or service(s) for their 
children. 
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              Students in Special Education 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Focuses on the provision of Free 
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and serving students experiencing disability as schools 
shift between On-Site, Hybrid, and Comprehensive Distance Learning.  

Students who were in the Referral Process 

● Conduct evaluations that were delayed or interrupted due to the extended school closure and 
finalize any eligibility for evaluations completed prior to the school closure. 

● Hold eligibility meetings using audio or video conferencing; be sure to provide interpreters and 
translated materials as necessary for meaningful parent participation.  

IEP Process  

● IEPs are individualized and based upon student need; no one-size fits all solution can be 
applied. However, IEPs can be developed in a manner that makes them resilient to changes in 
instructional models. 

● Districts are expected to review all IEPs for compatibility with the instructional model the 
school is operating under. Teams should create an IEP that can be implemented across 
models to the extent possible, using the written agreement process or holding an IEP meeting 
(either in-person or virtual)  

● Communicate and collaborate with the family to discuss any changes.  

Specially Designed Instruction 

● IEP teams must continue to plan for Specially Designed instruction regardless of the 
instructional model. Teams should plan for mostly teacher-facilitated instruction that can be 
synchronous or asynchronous. 

● Communicate with families/guardians on SDI in each instructional model 
● Focus on learning experiences that support student growth towards goals. 
● While in CDL, parents and caregivers are partners for instruction. Some parents/caregivers 

may need consultation, training, and coaching to provide ongoing instructional support for their 
child to access FAPE 

● Providing related services during CDL may be provided in multiple platforms. Schools should 
consider the family/guardian and home context when determining how services will be 
provided. 

● Related services can be provided in teacher-facilitated or applied learning settings using 
synchronous and asynchronous methods. 

Recovery Services 

The typical conceptualization of compensatory services is that they are intended to redress some 
wrong or error on the part of the district, and they are typically judicial remedies. In contrast, 
Compensatory or Recovery Services following the Extended School Closure in spring 2020 and 
Distance Learning for All are meant to address any possible loss of progress related to the exceptional 
circumstances due to the pandemic.  The school district is currently in the process of developing a 
recovery program to address this area and will likely be implemented in the summer of 2021. 
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Students Receiving English as a Second Language Service (ELD)Title III 
Emergent Bilinguals -Language Instruction 

Title III is a supplemental support for Emergent Bilinguals and youth who are immigrants. 
Students identified as Emergent Bilinguals are provided instruction in learning English and 
on-grade level core content. Districts in CDL should consider the unique instructional concerns 
of language acquisition when planning grade level content as well as developing language 
goals and objectives. 

● Plan for assessment, screening, and instruction procedures that consider the disproportionate 
effect of students whose families may not access information in English. 

● Maintain continuous teacher-facilitated instructional services for students when schools switch 
between models. 

● Afford Emergent Bilingual students the opportunity for full and equal participation regardless of 
instructional model 

● Monitor students previously reclassified as fluent in English to evaluate ongoing instructional 
supports required. 

● Provide regular opportunities for specialists and classroom teachers to collaborate in order to 
design aligned instruction 

McKinney-Vento-Students who are homeless 

All rights and provisions under the McKinney-Vento (MV) Act remain unchanged by federal waivers. 
Students who qualify for services under MV continue to be automatically eligible for Title I-A services. 
Students who are unaccompanied and houseless require different services than children in houseless 
families, as most are without any adult support. Identification of newly houseless students and families will 
be crucial to provide assistance with referrals, system navigation, and essential life supports such as food 
and shelter 

● Homeless Liaison will contact students who qualify for assistance 
● Homeless Liaison will assist students and families to access needed supplies to access their 

education. 

Students in Foster Care 

Districts must maintain educational stability for children in foster care to provide students with the 
opportunity to achieve at the same high levels as their peers during the 2020-21 school year. 

● Continue school of origin considerations, regardless of instructional model.Coordinate and 
communicate an enrollment plan for immediate enrollment of foster care students, particularly in 
distance learning. 

 

 

For more information about these programs contact your child’s individual school administrator 
or school counselor or the Federal Program Director for the School District, Whitney Hessong. 
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